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community by selflessly giving his time and
energy to a number of volunteer organizations.
His remarkable philanthropic accomplishments
are surpassed only by the level of integrity
and honesty with which he has conducted
himself each and every day of his life. As we
celebrate his tremendous accomplishment of
having a day, ‘‘Harry W. Mussell Day,’’ named
after him by the citizens of New Castle, let it
be known that I, along with the people of Col-
orado, applaud his efforts and are eternally
grateful for all that he has done for the com-
munity of New Castle and the State of Colo-
rado.

Harry has served in the Glenwood Springs
Rotary Club for nearly 35 years, having a per-
fect attendance record for 32 straight years.
Even when Harry was out of town, he always
made a point to find a local Rotary Club Chap-
ter, so he could attend the weekly meetings.
Not only is Harry a lifetime honorary Rotarian
in Glenwood Springs, but he also started Ro-
tary Clubs in Aspen, Carbondale and Rifle,
and has attended nine international Rotary
conventions.

In addition to his dedication to the Rotary
Club, Harry has devoted an enormous amount
of time to a number of other organizations. He
has been a volunteer with Colorado Mountain
College’s Senior Programs, serving on the ad-
visory council of the Retired Senior Volunteer
Program for several years. In addition, he has
volunteered at ‘‘The Gathering’’, a senior lunch
program held every Monday in New Castle
and Wednesday in Silt. In 1997, Harry was a
candidate for the Glenwood Post Humanitarian
Service Award, and has previously served on
New Castle’s Senior Housing Committee.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Harry Mussell is
a man of unparalleled dedication and commit-
ment to his community and to the people who
reside in it. It is his unrelenting passion for
each and every thing he does, as well as his
spirit of honesty and integrity with which he
has always conducted himself, that I wish to
bring before this body of Congress. He is a re-
markable man who has achieved extraordinary
things and enriched the lives of so many peo-
ple. It is my privilege to extend to him my sin-
cere congratulations on the advent of ‘‘Harry
W. Mussell Day,’’ as he is most deserving,
and I wish him all the best in the future.

f
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Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to pay tribute to the Central Con-
necticut State University (CCSU) men’s bas-
ketball team for their accomplishment this sea-
son.

The CCSU Blue Devils defeated Quinnipiac
College by a score of 78–71 to win their con-
ference, improve their record to 27 wins and
4 losses and more importantly secure an invi-
tation to the NCAA tournament for the second
time in 3 years.

As the buzzer sounded the capacity crowd
of 3,556 erupted in celebration of our home-

town Blue Devils continuing their nation-lead-
ing winning streak to 19 games.

Mr. Speaker, to watch the students storm
the court, and to hear Head Coach Howie
Dickenman, himself a CCSU graduate, say
‘‘This was an event tonight, an event that the
whole city rallied around’’ is to understand
what March Madness is all about.

I am proud to be a resident of the city of
New Britain, home of the 2002 Northeast Con-
ference regular season and conference tour-
nament champions. I hope my colleagues will
join me in congratulating this exemplary group
of student-athletes, their coaches, parents,
classmates, and others who supported and
cheered them on this season.

Mr. Speaker, their exceptional play this sea-
son is an inspiration to all of us. Congratula-
tions to the Blue Devils, and best of luck in the
Big Dance. To steal a phrase from Dick Vitale
and Bristol Connecticut’s own ESPN, CCSU
you are ‘‘awesome with a capital A baby!’’
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Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, many of our col-
leagues and staff will celebrate the service of
Nancy Bloomer to our country tomorrow.

Nancy served the House International Rela-
tions Committee for many years, both in the
minority prior to 1995 and in recent years in
the majority. The committee dealt with critical
issues of our time—the cold war, Central
America, Desert Storm, Haiti, Bosnia, and
Iraq. After the elections in 1994, Nancy and
the new committee staff director, Rich Garon,
assembled a team that helped guide this
House through the transition to a Republican
majority.

Many people did not know what a Repub-
lican majority would do at the helm of the
committee. Barely anyone was around in 1954
when Republicans last took charge. Under
Chairman BEN GILMAN, Nancy and the com-
mittee team leapt into action as dedicated
internationalists, committed to America’s role
in the world. We passed key parts of the Con-
tract with America, the American Overseas In-
terests Act and numerous other pieces of leg-
islation designed to strengthen U.S. foreign
policy.

I was a staff member of that team. I remem-
ber Nancy as the complete professional, help-
ing Chairman GILMAN organize many different
member requests into a coherent whole. In
those days after the cold war and before the
War on Terror, it was hard to build a central
core of members with a common vision of
America’s role in the world. It took vision by
members of this body and it took solid staff
work by Nancy and her colleagues through
endless hours spent between hearings, mark-
ups and consideration of legislation on the
floor.

Nancy should be very proud of her work.
Congress has played a strong hand in mod-
ernizing the State Department, paying our
dues to the United Nations and backing up
key allies in need. We also played the leading
humanitarian role in feeding starving North Ko-
reans and helping refugees around the world.
Much of this work would not have been done

or would have not looked easy to do without
Nancy’s contribution to her country. As she
departs the Congress after years of service,
we wish her well and know that America is
stronger overseas in part due to the service of
Nancy Bloomer.
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Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-

gratulate AAA on 100 years of serving Ameri-
cans. On March 8 in my home state of Idaho,
the Oregon-Idaho AAA office will hold a grand
opening for its brand new building in Boise.

When AAA started 100 years ago, America
was starting to emerge as a technological
trendsetter. Alexander Graham Bell was devel-
oping the telephone. Thomas Edison was ex-
perimenting with electricity and the light bulb.
The Wright Brothers were jumping off hilltops
to attempt flight. Henry Ford was beginning his
own company to replace horse and cart with
steel and wheels. This was the environment in
which AAA began—an inventor’s paradise—
where good ideas became life-altering institu-
tions.

In 1902, American motorists needed better
roads, so nine regional auto clubs in Chicago
took on the task. Since then, AAA has ex-
panded its mission from helping kids and par-
ents know the life-saving value of car seats, to
developing signature roadside service, to the
famous TripTik maps to travel discounts. AAA
also continues to fight for better roads for
safer Americans.

AAA in Idaho has a long history as well,
starting in 1920. In fact, the new 14,000
square foot building is named after Richard
‘‘Dick’’ Navarro, AAA Idaho’s President from
1981 to 1993.

Congratulations AAA on 100 years of serv-
ing Idaho and for taking an active role in the
safety of Americans. Your outstanding work is
appreciated and shows by your 48 million
loyal members.
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I come before

you to recognize the accomplishments of a
great person in Rhode Island history, Eliza-
beth Buffum Chace. A controversial figure in
the 19th century because of her progressive
views on slavery and women’s suffrage,
Chace has since earned immense respect in
Rhode Island for her determination and willing-
ness to fight for just causes. Today, in cele-
bration of her great deeds, the state honors
Elizabeth Buffum Chace by placing a statue of
her on permanent display in the State House.

The dedication of the Elizabeth Buffum
Chace statute comes as the result of an ex-
tensive search conducted by the Rhode Island
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Commission to Memorialize the Contributions
of All Rhode Island Women, which was estab-
lished in may 2001 to address the notable lack
of female figures in the State House statuary.
After reviewing thousands of nominations, the
Commission selected Chace for her many
contribution to Rhode Island, and I wish to
recognize some of her notable achievements.

Born in 1806 in Smithfield, Elizabeth Buffum
was raised as a Quaker. Her life was strongly
molded by the values of independence and
simplicity instilled in her by her family. Her
passion for justice first became evident in the
1830s when she campaigned against slavery.
Founder of the Fall River Anti-Slavery Society,
she mounted a door-to-door campaign to fur-
ther the abolitionist cause, and she and her
husband, Samuel Chace, often hid fugitive
slaves in their home. So passionate was
Chace about abolitionism that she ultimately
severed ties with her beloved Quaker roots
because the religion would not strengthen its
position against slavery.

Upon returning to Rhode Island, Chace con-
tinued her anti-slavery efforts and also spoke
out in favor of women’s suffrage and temper-
ance—two of her greatest passions. As one of
the founders of the Rhode Island Women’s
Suffrage Association, she objected to the polit-
ical and social subjugation of women and ad-
vocated the admission of women to Brown
University. Additionally, she tackled the un-
popular issues of homelessness and prison re-
form, simultaneously making enemies and
progress. Throughout these campaigns, she
never neglected her family and was a caring
and dedicated mother to her ten children. She
maintained her strong spirit until her death in
1899 at the age of 93, having written an article
just one year earlier for the Women’s Journal,
a suffrage newspaper.

Chace is certainly an apt choice as the first
Rhode Island woman honored by a State
House statue, though I am confident that
today merely marks the beginning of a greater
trend in recognizing remarkable women in the
halls of the Rhode Island Capitol. I wish to
thank my good friend, Secretary of State Ed-
ward Inman, for his vision and leadership in
trumpeting the accomplishments of women in
our great state, and I look forward to working
with him on other important initiatives to en-
hance the civic pride of all Rhode Islanders.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is a great
honor to recognize an extraordinary man
whose kindness and good deeds embody the
spirit of Colorado, and this nation. Charlie Gal-
lagher is a pillar of the Denver, Colorado com-
munity, but the impact of his contributions
reaches beyond the city to touch the entire
state. In recognition of Charlie’s many accom-
plishments and philanthropic generosity, the
Ancient Order of Hibernians chose him as the
2002 Irish Person of the Year. This is a distin-
guished achievement that recognizes the dedi-
cation and commitment of an individual to his
or her community. As Charlie celebrates this
achievement, I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to acknowledge his kindly spirit before
this body of Congress.

Charlie Gallagher has overcome numerous
obstacles in his life and has used his experi-
ence to help others overcome similar cir-
cumstances. He started out in an inner-city
Irish neighborhood in Toledo, Ohio, living in a
house where ten family members shared one
bathroom and three bedrooms. The grandson
of Irish immigrants, Charlie’s family instilled in
him the values of education, hard work and
determination. It is this foundation which Char-
lie used to found Gallagher Enterprises LC, an
extraordinarily successful private equity firm in
Colorado. Like many Americans, Charlie rose
from hardship to prosperity, but has remained
true to his roots. He has adopted the motto, ‘‘if
you’ve been blessed and if you’ve been lucky,
you gotta give back’’. He has lived his life ac-
cordingly.

Charlie funded the establishment of several
buildings and additions for many educational
institutions, ranging from grade school to high-
er education institutions, in his home state of
Ohio. For almost twelve years, he has sup-
ported over 100 students from underprivileged
backgrounds by providing them with full tui-
tion, room and board. Beginning this year,
Charlie has pledged to fully fund 100 students
at Denver’s Metro State College for five years.
In addition to his philanthropic contributions,
Charlie continues to serve his community as a
board member of the Metropolitan State Col-
lege of Denver Foundation, Denver Area
Council of Boy Scouts of America, the Catho-
lic Foundation for the Archdiocese of Denver
and the National Jewish Medical & Research
Center. He is a Trustee of the Irish Commu-
nity Center and the Vice Chairman of the Den-
ver Art Museum. In addition, he helped to
raise $50 million for the art museum and was
instrumental in securing city bonding for the
museum’s expansion. To continue his gen-
erous support of the community, Charlie and
his family frequently donate their time, money,
and energy through the Gallagher Family
Foundation of the Denver Foundation. This or-
ganization gives generously to numerous
causes every year and serves as a model for
philanthropic foundations throughout the na-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, Charlie Gallagher is an ex-
traordinary individual and it is my pleasure to
bring forth his accomplishments and gen-
erosity before this body of Congress, and this
nation. Charlie’s life serves as an example for
anyone who has ever faced and overcome ad-
versity in their life. Charlie, thank you for all
you have done for the State of Colorado and
good luck in your future endeavors.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I am
today introducing a bill to improve the way the
federal government is working to reduce the
risk of wildfire damage in the most vulnerable
communities of Colorado and other states.

The bill is cosponsored by my colleague
from Colorado, Representative JOEL HEFLEY

and my close colleague from New Mexico,
Representative TOM UDALL. We have worked
closely in its development and I greatly appre-
ciate their support.

The bill deals with the fuel-reduction pro-
gram that is a key part of the National Fire
plan. Under that program, the land-managing
agencies remove brush and other material that
can fuel high-intensity fires through techniques
such as burning (‘‘prescribed fires’’), mechan-
ical thinning, vegetation control (such as de-
fensible space around homes and buildings)
or timber removal.

I have supported that program, but have
had some questions about the way the Forest
Service, the Bureau of Land Management,
and the other land-managing agencies have
been implementing it. So, I joined a number of
our colleagues in the House and Senate in
asking the General Accounting Office (GAO)
to review the steps the agencies have taken
so far to see if improvements should be made.

GAO has now completed that review and
submitted a report that includes a number of
recommendations. This bill would require that
those recommendations be adopted. I am at-
taching a fact sheet that outlines the main pro-
visions of the bill, as well as the ‘‘Results in
Brief’’ portion of the GAO report.

The GAO highlighted the need for two
things—more and better interagency coordina-
tion, and better focus on identifying and re-
sponding to the highest-risk communities in
the wildland/urban interface area.

Improvements in these matters are impor-
tant nationally, but they are particularly impor-
tant for Colorado and other western states.
That is because Colorado, like other Western
states, has been experiencing ever more
growth and development in and near forested
areas. We are seeing more people, structures
and investments placed at risk.

It is this increasing risk to people and prop-
erty—increasing because of growth as well as
because of the unnatural forest conditions that
we have created in many forests in Colorado
through decades of fire suppression policies—
that led to my interest in focusing on questions
of wildlife management. And two particular
things then lead me to take action.

First, I took a tour of an area west of Boul-
der, Colorado, called Winiger Ridge. It is near
an area where there was a major forest fire in
1989. Following that fire, a number of citizens,
along with the Forest Service and Boulder
County officials, got together to find a way to
reduce the danger of a repetition of such a
dangerous blaze. That group’s efforts ulti-
mately lead to the identification of conditions
that lead to wildfire risks and the rec-
ommendation that some steps be taken to re-
duce that risk. The Winiger Ridge area was
chosen as a location to explore some of these
techniques—which involve some mechanical
thinning and some controlled burning. When I
toured this area and learned of the issues and
the proposed strategy, I was struck by the
condition of the forest—a condition of dense
stands of small diameter trees—and, more im-
portantly, I was very concerned about the
homes and families that reside within this
area. These homes and families are literally in
the path of a possible major fire that could be
devastating.

It was important to identify this Winiger
Ridge area because soon after my tour of it,
another fire arose there in the summer of
2000, called the Walker Ranch fire. That fire
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